
    

    

Join a Small Group TODAY! Pick up a catalog @ the LIFEtogether 
Small Groups table and get connected! 15 groups to choose from!

2. Excellence will never COMPROMISE!

But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, 
and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself 
this way. ãDaniel 1:8

In the Book of Daniel, the first test that the four young men were faced 
with was the test of appetite. This might seem to be a rather insignificant 
matter. But if we look to history we find that Adam and Eveçs first test 
was upon appetite. (Genesis 3:1-3) Christçs first test in the wilderness, in 
reclaiming what man had lost, was appetite. (Matthew 4:3) 

These days our appetite for food and other things can often rule 
our lives. 
What things other than food do people have an appetite for?
Do you feel these are areas where we allow compromise to sneak in to 
our lives?  What should we do differently?  

Share a story of a time you either failed or held a decision/conviction. 
Share how it cost you or helped you.

3. Excellence may be COSTLY!

äThen Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the 
furnace heated seven times hotter than usual and commanded some 
of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace.å  ãDaniel 3:19-20

They told the king they would rather die than dishonor their God. 
So they rejected the religion of the world power and of the state. 
What incredible faith and strength!

There is a cost to living out a Christian Life. What do you see some of 
those costs being? 

Share a story of a time where your faith cost you.

4. Excellence will PAY OFF in the long run!

äHe said, æLook! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 
unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.ç ãDaniel 3:25 

The Lord did not forget His own. As His witnesses were cast into the 
furnace, the Savior revealed Himself to them in person, and together 
they walked in the midst of the fire. In the presence of the Lord, the 
flames lost their power to consume.

How do you handle difficult situations? What actions do you take? 
Is there anything you feel you should do different?

Share a story of a time when others saw and possibly reaped the 
rewards of your firm convictions.
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